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Late big bites lift Gardendale to Bassmaster High School Series 
Victory on Lay Lake ... from sports page 1

teams secured their spot in the 
2021 Mossy Oak Fishing Bass-
master High School National 
Championship presented by 
Academy Sports + Outdoors to 
be held at Chickamauga Lake, 
July 29-31. 
The tournament was hosted by 
Discover Shelby. 
 
2021 Bassmaster High School 
Series Title Sponsor: Mossy Oak 
Fishing 
2021 Bassmaster High School 
Series Presenting Sponsor: 
Academy Sports + Outdoors 
2021 Bassmaster High School 
Series Platinum Sponsor: Toyota 
 
2021 Bassmaster High School 
Series Premier Sponsors: Berk-
ley, Humminbird, Mercury, Minn 
Kota, Nitro Boats, Power-Pole, 
Ranger Boats, Skeeter Boats, Ya-
maha 
 
2021 Bassmaster High School 
Series Supporting Sponsors: 
AFTCO, Bass Pro Shops, Gar-
min, Huk Performance Fishing, 
Marathon, Rapala, TNT Fire-
works 
 B.A.S.S., which encompasses 
the Bassmaster tournament 
leagues, events and media plat-
forms, is the worldwide authority 
on bass fishing and keeper of the 
culture of the sport, providing 

“It was pretty exciting,” Will 
said. “Even though I didn’t catch 
the big ones, it was pretty nice 
watching him catch them. I 
caught them in the net. Basically, 
half the work.” 
Fletcher and Will split their time 
between fishing grass banks and 
main-river current breaks, using 
a warmouth-colored Dirty Jigs 
Swim Jig in the grass and a fi-
nesse jig in the current. The 
morning started fast with two 
keeper bites, although Fletcher 
lost a quality fish that would 
have increased their total weight. 
The morning bite fizzled quickly, 
however. 
“We didn’t have a bite for prob-
ably two hours,” Will said. “We 
started fishing the river and 
caught a 3-pound spot and we 
started fishing the grass and it 
turned on from there.” 
After catching the big spotted 
bass, the duo moved to a creek 
arm and on the first points 
Fletcher landed a 4-pound large-
mouth. Several minutes later, he 
hooked their biggest bass of the 
day. 
“We go all the way to the back 
and don’t get a bite and come 
back out and I catch a little one,” 
Fletcher said. “I threw up to the 
second point after the point I 
caught the 4-pounder on and it 

Fletcher Phillips (left) and Will Phillips (end), of Gardendale (Ala.) High School, have won 
the Mossy Oak Fishing Bassmaster High School Series at Lay Lake presented by Academy 
Sports + Outdoors with 17 pounds, 15 ounces. (Photo by Emily Hand/B.A.S.S.) 

cutting edge content on bass 
fishing whenever, wherever and 
however bass fishing fans want 
to use it. Headquartered in Birm-
ingham, Ala., the 515,000-
member organization’s fully 
integrated media platforms in-
clude the industry’s leading 
magazines (Bassmaster and 
B.A.S.S. Times), website (Bass-
master.com), TV show, radio 
show, social media programs 
and events. For more than 50 
years, B.A.S.S. has been ded-
icated to access, conservation 
and youth fishing. 
 
The Bassmaster Tournament 
Trail includes the most presti-
gious events at each level of 
competition, including the Bass-
master Elite Series, Basspro.com 
Bassmaster Opens Series, TNT 
Fireworks B.A.S.S. Nation 
Series, Carhartt Bassmaster Col-
lege Series presented by Bass 
Pro Shops, Mossy Oak Fishing 
Bassmaster High School Series 
presented by Academy Sports + 
Outdoors, Bassmaster Team 
Championship, Bassmaster 
B.A.S.S. Nation Kayak Series 
powered by TourneyX, Yamaha 
Bassmaster Redfish Cup Cham-
pionship presented by Skeeter 
and the ultimate celebration of 
competitive fishing, the 
Academy Sports + Outdoors 
Bassmaster Classic presented by 
Huk. 

blew up and I caught it.” 
Hailing from the Lake Seminole 
area of Georgia, Reynolds and 
Thompson had a tough practice 
but were fortunate enough to 
grind out six bites on tournament 
day. 
“We didn’t catch our first keeper 
fish until about 8 o’clock,” Reyn-
olds said. “I caught two on a 
crankbait and then at about 

10:30, Lex caught two on a 
shaky head and another that was 
about 12 inches.” 
With time winding down, the 
Bainbridge duo caught their big-
gest fish flipping grass mats, cul-
ling out their 12-incher in the 
process. Heading into the tourna-
ment, Thompson said the game 
plan was to flip grass all day but 
found a point with rocks and 

stumps where they thought they 
could catch some spotted bass. 
“It worked out for us,” Thomp-
son said. “We caught the first 
three pretty quickly and I figured 
it would be a spotted bass day. 
But not long after I caught one of 
the bigger largemouth.” 
The Lay Lake event marked the 
end of the regular season for the 
High School Series. The Top 19 

limited to June 20th, only that his 
application was due at that time. 
Enforcing an arbitrary change to 
the published rules would be un-
fair and violate the spirit of the 
Olympic Charter." 
FINA rules also state that coun-
tries "with no men or women 
with an "A" or "B" time standard 

will be allowed to enter their 
highest ranked men athlete or 
highest ranked women athlete in 
one individual event, based upon 
the FINA Points Table (2021 
edition), through a performance 
in an approved FINA Olympic 
qualifying event." Baleka is 
Guinea-Bissau's highest-ranked 

and only male swimmer. 
When asked about FINA's rejec-
tion of his application, Mr. 
Baleka said. "I'm shocked! It 
wasn't easy, but I satisfied every 
FINA requirement before the 
deadlines. It seems unfair that 
swimmers like Youssef Rama-
dan, Francesca Fangio, Srihari 

Nataraj, Sajan Prakash and 
others can qualify after June 
20th, but for some reason I can-
not."  Noting that Guinea-Bissau 
has never had an Olympic 
swimmer,  Baleka insists that his 
adopted country, Guinea-Bissau, 
has the right according to FINA 
rules, to send its highest ranked 

swimmer "as long as they per-
form in an Olympic qualifying 
event, which I did."  Baleka, the 
Guinea-Bissau Olympic Com-
mittee, and members of the inter-
national swim community 
continue to press FINA to apply 
its Universality rules consis-
tently. 

Controversy erupts as African American swimmer with dual 
citizenship is blocked from Olympics  ... from sports page 2  

“Freedom” 
is more than a word! 

 
Have a Safe 

and 
Happy Fourth of July!


